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WaterSense is a voluntary program 
launched by EPA in 2006 that 
provides a simple way to identify 
water-efficient:

• Products
• Programs
• Practices
• Homes

Products are independently certified 
for water efficiency and performance

WaterSense Can Help



The WaterSense Label
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Specification Update
Spray Sprinkler Bodies

• WaterSense labeled spray sprinkler bodies with integral pressure regulation provide 
a constant flow at the sprinkler nozzle for a uniform distribution of water spray and 
coverage 

• First products have been labeled – now available in the product listing. 
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/spray-sprinkler-bodies

Soil Moisture Sensors
• Still conducting research and collecting data from NOI
• WaterSense released a paper to discuss the progress, results, and further testing 

needs - see Status at https://www.epa.gov/watersense/soil-moisture-based-control-
technologies

Homes 2.0 – updating and revising the specification for New Homes
• NOI released on 2/15/18
• Presentation and Summary of Public Meeting on website 
• We are still accepting written comments
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/homes-specification#HomeNOI

https://www.epa.gov/watersense/spray-sprinkler-bodies
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/soil-moisture-based-control-technologies
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/homes-specification#HomeNOI


2018 Monthly Outreach Themes





• Water use information by facility type

• Best management practices

• Water-saving tips 

• Assessment tools

• Worksheets and checklists

• Live and recorded training webinars

• Case studies and more!

WaterSense Resources

www.epa.gov/watersense/tools



Created by analyzing data from: New Mexico Office of the State Engineer, American Water Works Association (AWWA), 
AWWA Research Foundation, and East Bay Municipal Utility District

Water Use Profiles of 
Commercial Facilities



WaterSense Simple Water Assessment Checklist
Writable PDF to help quickly identify and target potential 
projects and best management practices

Sample Worksheets in Appendix B of WaterSense at Work
Building Water Survey, List of Water Meters, Water 
Consumption History; Equipment and Water Use Inventory

WaterSense Commercial Facility Leaks Checklist
PDF checklist to help quickly identify leaks and potential 
water waste 

https://www.epa.gov/watersense/tools

Tools for Getting Started 
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NEW

https://www.epa.gov/watersense/tools


Simple Water 
Assessment Checklist



Commercial Water 
Leaks Checklist

• Helps direct your 
search to major 
culprits of water 

waste

• Points you to dig 
deeper using 

BMPs and 
assessment 
resources



WaterSense at Work is an online 
guide facilities can use to manage 
water use:

Water management planning
Water use monitoring and education
Sanitary fixtures and equipment
Commercial kitchen equipment
Outdoor water use
Mechanical systems
Laboratory and medical equipment
Onsite alternative sources of water

Best Management Practices



Score is calculated with a water use 
intensity metric
• Based on whole building water use 

intensity (total water use/divided by    
sq ft of indoor space) 
– Takes both indoor and outdoor 

water use into account
– Many existing Portfolio Manager 

users only need to add irrigated 
area to get a score!

• Normalized for weather and operating 
characteristics (unit density, irrigated 
area) 

No EPA certification or building label 
based on the Water Score

EPA’s 1-100 Water Score for 
Multifamily Buildings

Available for existing 
multifamily buildings 
with 20 or more units



Multifamily Guides

Water efficiency management 
guides focused on multifamily 
buildings cover:
• Bathrooms

• Residential kitchens and 
laundries

• Outdoor Water Use

• Mechanical systems

Multifamily Water Assessment 
Tool – (coming soon)

https://www.epa.gov/watersense/water-score-
multifamily-housing

https://www.epa.gov/watersense/water-score-multifamily-housing


• WaterSense Water-Smart Landscaping Guide 
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-
01/documents/ws-outdoor-water-efficient-landscaping.pdf

• Regionally-appropriate Plant Lists – What to plant and 
where   https://www.epa.gov/watersense/what-plant

• Micro-irrigation – drip irrigation guides 
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/watering-tips#smarter-tech

• Expert assistance with irrigation system design, install, audit: 
Directory of Certified Irrigation Professionals 
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/irrigation-pro

Outdoor Water Resources

NEW

https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-01/documents/ws-outdoor-water-efficient-landscaping.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/what-plant
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/watering-tips#smarter-tech
https://www.epa.gov/watersense/irrigation-pro


• William J. Worthen Foundation - Water Reuse Practice Guide 
- https://www.collaborativedesign.org/water-reuse-practice-guide/
– Onsite non-potable reuse guide – covers all aspects of 

planning, technical details, along with permitting and 
communications 

• EPA Office of Water –
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/potable-water-
reuse-and-drinking-water
– 2017 Potable Reuse Compendium
– 2012 Guide for Water Reuse – indirect potable, non-potable

Water Reuse Guides

https://www.collaborativedesign.org/water-reuse-practice-guide/
https://www.epa.gov/ground-water-and-drinking-water/potable-water-reuse-and-drinking-water


2018 webinars are held on Wednesdays at 1:00 pm EDT. 
Register at energystar.gov/buildings/training

Make a Splash with Quick Water Wins June 13th

Beat the Peak – Using Water Wisely for                           July 11th

Commercial Outdoor Spaces 

Saving Water in Restrooms with WaterSense Sept 19th

Minimizing Water Use in Mechanical/HVAC Systems Oct 17th

EPA’s 1-100 Water Score for Multifamily Buildings – Nov 14th

What’s My Score and How Do I Improve It? 

Every Drop Counts - Assessing and Evaluating Water Dec 12th  
Efficiency in Capital Improvement Projects 

Water Wednesdays
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WaterSense
www.epa.gov/watersense
www.facebook.com/epawatersense
www.twitter.com/epawatersense

Email:  watersense@epa.gov
Helpline: (866) WTR-SENS (987-7367)

Tara O’Hare 
ohare.tara@epa.gov

202-564-8836

Contact Us
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http://www.facebook.com/epawatersense
http://www.twitter.com/epawatersense
mailto:watersense@epa.gov


City of Boulder Commercial, Industrial, and Institutional (CII) Water Assessment 
Tool and User’s Guide – based on WaterSense at Work

http://www.brendlegroup.com/water/cii-water-assessment-tool

South Florida Water Management District Water Efficiency and Self-Conducted 
Water Audits at Commercial and Institutional Facilities Guide

https://www.sfwmd.gov/documents-by-tag/waterefficiency

Environmental Defense Fund, AT&T, & GEMI

Cooling Towers - Toolkit with Scorecard and WaterMAPP Tool 
http://business.edf.org/projects/featured/water-efficiency-and-att/water-
efficiency-toolkit-2

Additional Resources
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http://www.brendlegroup.com/water/cii-water-assessment-tool
https://www.sfwmd.gov/documents-by-tag/waterefficiency
http://business.edf.org/projects/featured/water-efficiency-and-att/water-efficiency-toolkit-2/


Water Reuse Practice Guide
https://www.collaborativedesign.org/water-reuse-practice-guide/

https://www.collaborativedesign.org/water-reuse-practice-guide/
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